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Prussians marched to Sadowa, and the Government re-
signed. The final audience was " short but kind " ; and
Mr. Gladstone cleared up his papers at n Downing Street,
and left the keys behind for his successor with an uncomfort-
able feeling that " somehow it makes a void."

The void was filled for him by a short bout of Continental
travel. They went to Rome, where he was presented to the
Pope, eliciting from Pio Nono the slightly enigmatic aphor-
ism that he liked but did not understand Mr. Gladstone, both
understood and liked Lord Clarendon, understood and dis-
liked Cardwell, and neither liked nor understood Argyll.
The void was filled for her by the new Chancellor of the
Exchequer; and the Queen recorded that Disraeli was
" amiable and clever, but is a strange man." Her taste for
strange men had not yet developed ; for she still lived in the
tradition of Prince Albert. Gladstone was asked down to
dine and sleep at Windsor ; and the gift of Mr. Martin's first
volume of the Prince's Life marked her esteem. His thanks
were eloquent; and the numerous erasures on the draft
display his anxiety to please. But politics were brisk; the
cauldron of Reform boiled cheerfully through 1867 ; Glad-
stone, Bright, and Lowe each thundered in his key; and
Disraeli wrote off picturesque accounts to the Queen in the
intervals of answering them all. In the next year he
succeeded to Lord Derby's inheritance as Prime Minister;
but his reign was brief. For Gladstone moved his siege-
artillery against the weakest outwork of the Tory, fortress
and opened the bombardment with his Resolutions on the
Irish Church. The first of them was carried, and the Govern-
ment hung on the brink of resignation. The Queen was
understood to view the Opposition's course with disapproval;
for though Gladstone was out of office, he had good informa-
tion through Lord Granville, who had done faithful service as
Court tale-bearer and go-between in the troubled times of
Palmerston. Gladstone was sceptical, however, as he
retained a high opinion of " the Queen's good sense, good
feeling, and constitutional knowledge " and was inclined to